"Jumping translocation" in a 17-month-old child with mixed-lineage leukemia.
A 17-month-old child with acute biphenotypic (pre B-ALL/myelomonocytic) leukemia is reported. Extensive cytogenetic analysis performed at various stages of the disease revealed a clonal evolution at the time of initial diagnosis with two types of abnormal clones, one with trisomy 22 and two other related clones with trisomy 22 plus partial trisomy of the long arm of chromosome 1 associated with the telomeric segment of either chromosome 20q or 21p. At the time of relapse the only abnormal clone involved trisomy 22 and partial trisomy of 1q, but this time in association with the telomeric segment of 14p. The unique feature of these translocations is discussed and the possibility of the correlation between the different chromosomal abnormalities and the expression of biphenotypic markers is raised.